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-Brenham Police to Send Crime Alerts Via Email

        It’s every parent’s nightmare – they turn their head for just a minute and their child disappears. In major cities, it seems to happen every day. In Brenham, fortunately, it’s a rare occurrence. When a child, or anyone, disappears, time is of the essence. With the new community policing program Brenham Police Department has put in place, time is on their side.


“We have teamed up with The CrimeWeb Network, a leader of e-mail based alert notification technology which we can use to disseminate crime and public safety alerts to local citizens. The CrimeWeb Network is a web-based clearinghouse that will be used by the department to immediately notify citizens via email regarding public safety related incidents such as missing children/adults, major crimes, homeland security and school/community information,” said Cpl. Tommie Nettle.


“We are aware that so many of our citizens are checking email and using the internet for information, that this seemed like a win-win situation,” he said. “And with the grant we just received that will allow our patrol units to utilize mobile data technology, our officers will be able to input information into The CrimeWeb Network in the field. Minimizing the amount of time between say, when a child disappears, and getting information to the media and community increases the possibility of us finding that child unharmed.”


The CrimeWeb Network concept was developed to provide a uniform, accessible internet application that could be utilized by any law enforcement agency in the country to keep the citizens in their community informed and protected. The program uses a zip code system that allows a subscribing agency to distribute alerts anywhere in the country. Alerts can be sent to citizen subscribers in specific zip codes, up to 99 miles around a specific zip code or to all registered users located geographically between two zip codes.


“The clearinghouse also allows citizens to provide feedback to the police department if they have information or details regarding an incident that has been entered,” Nettle said.


“Besides crimes, we can inform our citizens about community events that are scheduled. We can notified them regarding road construction or streets that may be closed; weather alerts, school closings or alerts from Homeland Security.”


Citizens may register free of charge at www.CrimeWeb.Net to receive alerts and interact with the Brenham Police Department. Nettle said it is possible residents will be eligible for rewards if any information they disclose leads to an arrest. For more information, contact Nettle at the Brenham Police Department, 979-337-7337.

